Wednesday, August 19, 2015
Dear Parents and Guardians:
[bookmark: _GoBack]We will be studying five major pieces of literature this semester in Early British Literature class. They include:
· Collection 1, The Anglo-Saxons:  449-1066—Beowulf
· Collection 2, The Middle Ages:  1066-1485—Canterbury Tales (Chaucer)
· Collection 3, The Renaissance:  1485-1660—King Lear (Shakespeare)
· Collection 4, The Restoration and the 18th Century—Don Quixote (Cervantes)
· Collection 5, The Romantic Period:  1798-1832, Frankenstein (Shelley)

In an effort to help students gain understanding of the literature, I will show five contemporary performances (movies) of these pieces of literature. They include:

1. Beowulf
2007 ‧ Fantasy/Action 
Release date: November 16, 2007 (USA)
Director: Robert Zemeckis
Adapted from: Beowulf
Screenplay: Roger Avary, Neil Gaiman
Producers: Robert Zemeckis, Steve Starkey, Jack Rapke
Cast:  Angelina Jolie--Grendel's mother, Ray Winstone—Beowulf, Anthony Hopkins—Hrothgar, Robin Wright—Wealhþeow  Crispin Glover—Grendel
Or
Beowulf and Grendel
2006 * Fantasy/Action
Release date: June 16, 2006
Director:  Sturla Gunnarsson
Adapted from:  Beowulf
Screenplay:  Andrew Rai Berzins
Cast:  Gerard Butler—Beowulf, Stellan Starzgard—Hrothgar, Ingvar Eggert Sigurosson—Grendel 

2.  A Knight’s Tale
2001 ‧ Drama/Action
Peasant-born William Thatcher (Heath Ledger) begins a quest to change his stars, win the heart of an exceedingly fair maiden (Shanynn Sossamon) and rock his medieval world. With the help of friends (Mark Addy, Paul Bettany, Alan Tudyk), he faces the ultimate test of medieval gallantry -- tournament … 
Release date: May 11, 2001 (USA)
Director: Brian Helgeland
Screenplay: Brian Helgeland
Cast:  Heath Ledger—William Thatcher, Shannyn Sossamon—Jocelyn, Paul Bettany—Chaucer, Rufus Sewell—Count Adhemar, Mark Addy—Roland 

3.  The King of Texas
In this loose adaptation of Shakespeare’s King Lear, land baron, John Lear (Patrick Stewart) decides to divide his estate among his three daughters, with the caveat that each will prove her affection for him.
Release date:  June 2, 2002
Director:  Uli Edel
Adapted from:  King Lear
Executive producers:  Patrick Stewart, Wendy Neuss, Robert Halmi
Cast:  Patrick Stewart, Marcia Gay Harden, Lauren Holly

4.  Don Quixote
2000 ‧ Drama/Romance ‧ 2h 0m
Accompanied by faithful squire Sancho (Bob Hoskins), Cervantes' chivalrous but misguided adventurer (John Lithgow) seeks his true love.
Initial release: April 9, 2000
Director: Peter Yates
Adapted from: Don Quixote
Producer: Dyson Lovell
Cast:  John Lithgow—Don Quixote, Bob Hoskins—Sancho Panza, Isabella Rossellini—The  Duchess, James Purefoy

5.  Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein 
1994 ‧ Thriller/Drama ‧ 2h 3m
As Viktor Frankenstein (Kenneth Branagh) is dying he shares a tale of gruesome terror with a sea captain. Viktor, using previous experiments by a brilliant scientist, was able to bring a creature (Robert De Niro) assembled from body parts back to life. Once he realized how destructive his experiment…
Release date: November 4, 1994 (USA)
Director: Kenneth Branagh
Adapted from: Frankenstein
Screenplay: Steph Lady, Frank Darabont
Cast:  Kenneth Branagh—Victor Frankenstein, Robert De Niro—The Creature, Helena Bonham Carter—Elizabeth Lavenza, John Cleese—Professor Waldman, Tom Hulce--Dr. Henry Clerval

Please contact me if you have any objection to your student viewing any of these films.
mary.peterburs@k12northstar.org 
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