

Questions for John Adams




    (Episode #1)

1. How does the docudrama begin?

2. Who defends the soldiers in court and why?

3. Why was defending the British soldiers a difficult decision for him to make?

4. What does Sam Adams say to John Adams during the protest march and how does he respond?

5. How much influence does Abigail Adams appear to have over John?

6. What did “Mr. Holmes hear them say?”

7. Does John Adams agree to join the Massachusetts State Legislature?

No.

8. What happens when John Hancock stops the customs officer from ordering the unloading of tea from the British East India Co.?

9. What wins John Adams over to the patriot’s cause?

10. After Adams is chosen to meet in Philadelphia at the first Continental Congress, what does he say about “rights” in his passionate speech?



Questions for John Adams: Episode II

1) What happens while Adams is teaching his son how to properly make manure?

2) How does Adams describe the Massachusetts militia and what needs to be done?

3) What does Abigail say?

4) Describe Ben Franklins comments to the delegation of Massachusetts.

5) What does John Dickenson and many of the other delegates propose?

6) How does Adams respond?

7)  What advice does Franklin give Adams?

8) Why was George Washington in mourning?

9) What  does he offer Adams?

10) What do Abigail and the children see across in the harbor?

11) What does Adams ask the Congress?

12) How does Adams win them over?

13) In what kind of shape is Washington’s army, and what does he need?

14) What does Adams propose and how does Washington respond?

15) What does Ben Franklin say after King George III’s proclamation has been read.

16) What does Mr. Knox bring George Washington?

17) What does the Virginia assembly instruct their delegates to say at the Congress?

18) What  fear does Washington express to Abigail Adams?

19) Why does Adams tell Jefferson he should write the Declaration of Independence?

19) How do Adams and Franklin respond to Jefferson’s document?

20) What does Adams say they are in the midst of, and how does he describe this phenomenon?




John Adams: Episode #3

1) When episode #3 begins what city “has been taken by the British?”

2) Why is Abigail upset?

3) Who runs the Adams farm and family while John is constantly gone?

4) What does Abigail insist upon?

5) What happens when Adams is en route (on the way) to France?

6) What does Adams find out when he arrives in France?

7)  What does Benjamin Franklin say to Adams as they descend the stairs at Adams’ first encounter with French society?

8)  At Madame La Comtesse de Ligneville’s  dinner party Adams is ill at ease (uncomfortable) and not particularly impressive socially.  Then he makes a statement about studying politics and war so that (finish what he says).

9) How does Adams’ conversation with the Comte de Vergennes go?

10) What does Adams ask his son to do?  

John Adams: Episode IV

1) What do the Dutch do when they find out the British have surrendered at Yorktown?

2) What is the first thing the John and Abigail do when they are reuinited in Paris?

3) What does Adams say happens to him when Abigail is not with him?

4) In the scene where Adams and Jefferson are discussing political affairs, do they conclude that European nations are highly interested in America or hardly interested at all?

5) To what position is Adams appointed  by the Congress?

6) When Benjamin Franklin announces that there will be a convention in Philadelphia to create a constitution, how does Jefferson respond?

7) On what does Franklin say our country was founded upon?

8) Answer at home.   Franklin says, “It’s no small thing to build a new world, gentlemen.  We have our republic; we must endeavor to keep it, if we can.”   What do you think he means by this?

9) What does King George say to Adams as he is exiting the room after their first meeting?

10) Do John and Abigail enjoy their position as diplomats in England?

11) What does Adams do when he finds out his son John Quincy is in love?




John Adams: Episode V

1) Episode V opens with an argument between Adams as vice president and the senate over what subject?

2) What does Jefferson say to Hamilton when he returns from revolutionary France?

3) What does Hamilton see as the foundation of future prosperity for the United States?

4) What does Jefferson fear?

5) How does Adams characterize the office of vice president?

6) What does Adams “dread”?  He states this during his conversation with Dr. Rush.

7)  After explaining that he had advised the Marquis de La Fayette on government, what does Jefferson say to the John and Abigail?

8) What does Adams fear in terms of the French Revolution?

Thomas Jefferson says, “The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time by the blood of tyrants and patriots; it is a natural manure.” 

9) What do Jefferson and Hamilton disagree about, and what does Adams advise?

10) What does Jefferson decide to do?  What does Jefferson mean by “To the Revolution?”  

11)  What does Adams ask of John Quincy?

12)  Who is elected second president of the United States of America?

13) Who is elected vice president?

13) What shape is the presidential house in when the Adams’ arrive and what does Abigail say?




John Adams: Episode #6

1) During the opening scene where Adams and Jefferson are discussing the issue of the French Revolution, Jefferson says that the “threat to our revolution is not from Paris, but …”

2) Which side does Adams favor?

3) What problem does Adams have with his cabinet?

4) Why does William (Adams son-in-law) have to leave?

5) What does Monsieur Talleyrand ask for that turns Americans against France?

6) What does the Adams administration’s new bills ask for in terms of “freedom of speech and press?”  

7) How does Jefferson respond?

8) What does Hamilton want?

9) What defuses the situation?

10) What does Adams do to Hamilton’s men in the cabinet when it comes to a showdown?

11) Describe the scene between John Adams and his son Charles.

12) Who greets the Adams’ when they arrive in the new capital?

13) How do the Adams’ feel about the slaves constructing the new capital?

14) What happens in the election of 1800?

15) Does Adams forgive his son upon his death?



John Adams: Episode VII
